will amount to nothing more
than a useless ex-boyfriend
leaving beautiful Toronto to
pick up its tab,” says Jordan
Farkas, lead lawyer for mrs-
mallclaimscourt.ca, afirm that
helps clients left with hefty
bills.

“Approximately 75% of the
clients who contact me are
people with ex-boyfriends, girl-
friends, or spouses who have
put purchases on their credit
cards, break up and then seek
reimbursementbecause the ex
refuses to pay. The G20 looks
like the same situation, except
tax payers will be the jilted
ones.”

At a time when many cou-
ples are planning for summer
weddings, Farkas regularly en-
counters clients who are stuck
with the tab for $5,000 banquet
hall deposits, $1,000 flower

decide.

“Small claims court can be
stressful, especially in cases
where there is the added raw
emotions of a recent break-up,”
says Farkas.

Hisnumber one tip to avoid
this situation is to always leave
apaper or email trail as back-
up evidence - just in case the
relationship turns sour.

“It doesn’t matter if some-
thing on your credit card does-
n’tlook like you would have
bought it — like a purchase for
an artificial lake. Your ex can
simply claim it was a gift, and
will always be indebted for
your generosity.”

Andin afew weeks, it looks
like tax payers could be in debt
for our city’s hospitality.

THIEN RUNS THURSDAYS IN 24 HOURS. E-MAIL HIM
ATTHIENHTI2@YAHOO.COM

escalating at downtown
Toronto banks and office
towers as visitors are
required to sign in and
show identification to visit
guests, while cars are sub-
ject to checks for bombs
before parking in under-
ground lots.

Police and security
guards are asking to see
identification of those park-
ing in the underground of
the Metro Convention Cen-
tre, the site of the G20 Sum-
mit. Motorists are also asked
the reason for their visit.

Cars parking in the un-
derground of some of the
high-rise towers near the
centre must undergo ran-
dom checks of their trunk
and under the hood as offi-
cials search for explosives,

Once parked, mirrors are
used to check the undercar-
riage of vehicles for possible
bombs, officers said.

At one downtown bank
visitors, once screened,
must enter through a turn-
stile to get to an elevator to

take them to upstairs. An
alarm goes off to trigger the
elevator to stop and cameras
torollifthe visitor tries to go
around the turnstile, tenants
said.

Matt Cherry, of Brook-
field Properties, one of the
largest landlords in Toronto
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high-rises, said security has
been escalated at his proper-
ties.

“It is fair to say that we
have increased our security,”
Cherry said Wednesday.
“We are working with
Toronto Police and that’s all

I can say about our security.”
Toronto lawyer Mendel
Green, whose firm is in the
Queen St. W. and Richmond
St. area, said he and many
others may close June 25 be-
cause clients may notbe able
to get to his office.
“Officers are taking pre-
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comfortable,” Green said on
Wednesday. “We were told
to bring enough food for our
staff and to abandon our
suits and dress down.”

Meanwhile, large banks,
which the protesters have
targeted in Toronto and Ot-
tawa, moved their employ-
ees to other locations and
will be closed on June 25.
Some have hired private se-
curity firms or are boarding
their windows to protect
their property.

Toronto Police
spokesman Const. Wendy
Drummond said traffic en-
forcement in the downtown
will increase June 25 as of-
ficers, in a search of car
bombs, start tagging and
towing vehicles parked or
stopped illegally.

» TDSB to lower
footprint for funds

The Toronto District School
Board announced a five-year
transaction Wednesday that
is expected to earn the
board $1.7 million in
exchange for reducing car-
bon footprints at nearly 250
schools across the city.

The money comes from the
Greening Canada Fund, an

initiative created by the
Toronto City Summit Alliance
last year. It buys carbon
credits from bodies such as
the TDSB for the benefit of
big-bank investors that want
to become carbon neutral.
By creating the fund, the
Alliance found an opportu-
nity to capitalize on
organizations that want to go
carbon-neutral and develop
a market for carbon credits
in Canada.
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